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ABSTRALT
Present study reveals the existence of six species of small, i s fshmder five of Gobiidas
mmmmnmmmm:mmumﬂmmmm Distmct of Wst

Benm] Tampnonry of the speciss a5 well as their peographical distribation and diversity is the prime imtersst of
the work, A comprehensive zoogsogmaphy of the species in different reveme blocks of the dismcs has besn
recorded m details, Hence the work is a documentation of macro fomel diversify at regiomal level for

freshmmter acosystem of the shady ares which will e hetpdil for fonme ressarchers and palicy plarmers.
Eevwords: Pegional: diversity, soall. fsh Gobioidet; Gobiidas,

1. INTRODUCTION

{Gobioidsd is a large and diverss soborder, containing
Aot 1000 species workdwide, arrameed in a5 mamy
5 eight fmalies (or subGmlies). Gobiaids ocomio a
wide variefy of habifats, b in the wesiem Atlantic
Cicean, they are mmch more diverse m mopical waiers
[1,2]. ‘oemeral characters present in the lamve of the
suborder and their families a5 well as Phylogenstc
relationzhips of the Gobicidel have besn clucidated
nsimg molecular data [3]. Gobéoids are zenemlly snmaldl
fish and are mnsfly marmes (saliwater) inbatitants, bt
roughly 10% of the population inkabit fresh waters
[4]. This suborder is made up of mainty benthic or
sand-tamowing, fish [5,6]. Benthic fshlive oo the
bottorn of 3 water body. Like in mwst benthic
EAnisms, Eobioids do oot have a me bladds or
swim bladder which keeps them suspending in the
water column, so they nmst sy on the botiom [7,8].

Chring the present stady a mumber of six species
has been momded fom the smdy e umdar
family Gobindae Cunier, 1216 of subordsr
rohioidsi

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

Present study b5 mainly based oo the specimen
collected from different mver, pond bills applying
different copmercal fshing method doeusheut all
the blocks of mndvaded Paschim Medimipar (22725
§F1YE) dmng May 1013 to October 2017
Collecton of fsh fmura was done af early moming
and specimens were mmedaisly presarved m 24
formaldehvdz and were brought fo laboratory
preserved condition Then fish specimen were washed
and fmally presaved @ 4-6% formaldebnde. Bady
parts of all the specimen have been dissecied and
studied for idenfification \mder sterepscopic hinooular
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ABSTRACT

Ostencilichtfngs thomess is 2 small endemic freshwater fish of Western Ghats region found in Krishna and
Kaveri river of south India. Currently the species has been reported by Ali and his co-workers from Tami
Madu, Kerala, Kamataka and Andhra Pradesh Present work reveals that the species is available in the
Subarnarekha basin of West Bengal (Silda under Bnpur-1T). Therefore, O Homarssi = 2 widely distributed
species, supporting Dahamkar observation and extends its distrbution up to south-esstemn part of India

Ky words: Ostepchilichtings Homassl, Exterd, [Mstrifartion, West Baegal

Intreduction

Ostenchilichifys thomizssi is a small endemic frashwa-
ter fish of Wastern Ghats reglon (Talwar and
Jhingran, 1991} originally described by Day (1877)
as Soaphiodon thomassi. Hora (1942) revised the ge-
neric status of the fAsh spacies and considerad it as
Ostenchilis (Ostenchilichthys) thomassi. Pethiyagoda
and Kottelat (19%4) and Jayaram (2010} considered
the species as Dﬂfﬁtkr!ac.lu.lms thomiassi. Regarding
the distribution of the spectes, All ef al. {2013} re-
ported 1t from Tami Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh. Therefore, the spacies is no longer
endemic to the Western Ghats. Present study re-
veals the existence of the species in the
Subamarekha basin of West Bengal but in very few
in numbers. Presen report & the extension of distri-
butional range for the spacies up to South-Westem
part of Bengal as well as addition in faunal richness
of West Bengal Blodiversity.

Methods

The specimens wera collacted from different rivers,
ponds, bills, markets of different blocks of Paschim
Medinipur and [hargram district, West Bangal. Af-
ter collection, the specimens were immediately pre-
served by 4% formaldehyde and brought to labora-

tory of the department of Zoology (UG & PG) of
Raja N. L. Khan Women's Collegs { Autonomoss).

Finally specimens were washed and preserved 4-6%
formald ehyde in a labelling container. The speci-
mens was studied morphologically such as size,

colour, colour band, fin number, fn shape, fin rays,
scale number atc. All measurement of flsh was
made in matric system followed by Tawar Jihngran,
1991; Jayaram, K.C, 1999, Jayagram, K. C. 2010 &
www. Flshbasa.org. Distribution of this spacies had
recorded.

Systematics
Ostenchilichifrys thomassi (Day, 1877)
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Absiract The pwin chjective of the precest smdy is
the iovestgatton of small indigencus Seakorater
cmamenizl fish diversdty of Purba Medinipmr, Paschim
Madiniper and JThargram disticts of West Bangal, India
and emphacis has been given to their ormamental vabse
and local abundance. Pressat siody is resimicted cmly co
the Sih species balomging to the geons Mumtuy. Cmring
tha stady, wmall freckwater fsh species has besn semeened
covering all blocks of the thees districts ==mder sindy.
Spocimens have bein collocted from differest freakovater
scorysiems 1l mvers, poods, besls stc. 2zd are preserved
and identified It has besn observed that the shudy area
reprecents the existence of nime species of Indigemous
freuhwater spall fishes nnder genwes Fomes, Among the
recorded nime species, two specis. Damaely Fumime
g (Hapsibon-Becheson, 1827) apnd Paenws gelies
(Hamilva-Buchanan, 182Y) are being foemd for the St
tme from e stady dte. All e nins species are potental
to be megarded a5 cmamsezial Ssh. A detail distoibuticoal
data has besan provided for all the speciss of the gemus
from the stedy arve Themdfors, preseat smody will
highlight the local marre-fmpal divemity of the
freuhwater fish species wnder pezms Munrffuv as well as
ability to become omamsotal fish for aquarium kesping
Fecord of mwo small fish spedies from the Seakmrater
wconystem of the stedy aea is the new additom to the
local Hsh fmnal diversity.
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1. Introduction

The geoms Fumtiuy Hapdlton-Buckanan {1822 & a
large group of szoall Sshes. It is a complex genuws, which

exhibit kigh degree of variakbility in colowr pattern, sizm
and babitat such as ditches, pond. mvers and hall streemm.
The statns of Pt is confroversial: the delimitation and
nomsnclatme walidity of the geoms have Temained
mnsatiled (Hera & Mukaerjd, 1934, Spdth, 1947 Mayars,
19600, The gezus Fuwmiuy bas long teen moognized as a
“catchall™ geous for a vanety of small topical Asian
cyprinids whose inter-relationships (Kotelat, 19999 Thery
have 2 good food and omamental value des fo pressoce of
definites amoent of carhobydrate, protuin, prinerals, etc.,
and diffemsnt color, spot, band and bebavier ae atiacted
BnaTist.

Ths geons Funrfuy is epresmated by 2 large mmher of
species in the Asian tropics (Hamilton, Backanan 1522).
The cyprimds species Famfus are small @digeoons
speciss (315) wsed fo be abumdamtly available in mvers,
streams, pomds, besls, ditches, and focdplaing = the past
in the South Asizn countobes (Shania kemar amd
Viswanath, 2005). Abundent dhvemity of Fumiur Eaving
53 specdes & disoibuted throughout India, Mepal
Bangladesh, Smilamka, Meoyammar, Thailand, AMalaya
Archipalage and Sowthern China (Tayaram, 1591).

Mopglekar, ot al, {2017}, salisted § spocies of ez
Pursius, namely Pwes fcie (Hapdlbon, 1821), Pumidey
cholz (Hapwiltom, 1821), Pumtiy sophore (Hapsilbon,
1682}, Pumttus puretico (Hamiltes, 1822), Pumffer fermo
(Hazilion, 1822}, P svitanes (Day, LEST) by the balp
of provicws sxisimg fsh species checklist (2003-2017)
from different disticts and rivers of Wast Bangal Paml
and Chands (2017}, and Kikn et 2l., (2017} snlisted 3
species of guons Pureines, pamsly Pratfus foio (Hapalbon,
1823}, Pumifer choda (Hamilen, 1822) Funfiues sophore
(Hamilion, 1E821) Som PFaschim DMediniper disirict
Diifferent scientsts eported diffemmt fish divemity fom
tha stedy area but none reported the species of the Zemas
Puminr separately fom the stedy aea. Therebfors, the



